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S.P.G. and South India, our new pamphlet noticed, with other 
new publications, on page 219, should be carefully read by all who 
have to answer questions about or have been puzzled by the 
* Separate Account "’ opened by the Society for the support of 
former $.P.G. work in South India. There has been a great deal 
of misunderstanding, and consequent misrepresentation, of the 
decision made by the Standing Committee at its mecting on 
June 26 last year. This pamphlet should reassure those who have 
had misgivings about the Society's policy and have been dis- 
tressed by the many misleading and erroneous statements 


about it. 
* * * 


The Reunion of the Church, the book by Lesshe Newbigin in 
defence of the South India experiment which we reviewed last 
month, is the subject of a second review on page 218. We do not 
usually print.two reviews of a book, but this second one, written 
by the Rev. L. A. Haselmayer, Ph.D., Chairman of the Committee 
on HDoctrine of the American Church Union and the Clerical 
Union, * certainly ought to appear,”’ as our own reviewer said 
when we submitted it to him for hisopinion, which agreed with 
our own. The two reviews are complementary and both should 


be read. 


The C.D.C.P. Accounts for 1947 have now been audited and may 
be summarized as follows :— 


Receipts — { 
Balance from 1946... i. 48515 4 
Faith and Unity ”’ ose 
Sale of Literature... ove 20 14 2 
£1,479 II 3 
Secretary—-Salary and Expenses ... 204° 3 7 
Travelling Secretary—Salary and Expenses, half 
year 271 10. O 
Travelling Expenses—Council and Representatives 100 6 3 
Day of Prayer—Printing and MACERTTENG. ves 57°14 I 
Literature ose 50 3 5 
“ Faith and Unity ’ —Printing and Distribution .. 227 8 6 
Balance to 1948* ose wwe sve 
£1,479 II 3 


* The Treasurer draws attention to the fact that the present balance, 
May 3, 1948, is only about {80. So we do need all the assistance that our 
friends can give us and we trust that they will be as generous as they can 
when renewing their subscriptions to Faith and Unity. 


The Ceylon Reunion Scheme is the subject of a short note on 
page 217. It is interesting to read that at the first meeting of the 


Synod of the new Church of South India, ‘“ Keen interest was ,. 


evinced when the diocese of Jaffna (Ceylon) brought a resolution 
asking for permission to proceed with their negotiations for Union 
with the Anglican, Baptist, and other Churches in Ceylon. There 
was lively and sometimes passionate discussion over the issue of 
‘ re-commissioning * in. the new Church of Ceylon. As one might 
remember, the whole question of Church Union in South India 
was held up for years over this issue. The Ceylon Unionists, 
Anglican and others alike, have agreed on ‘ re-commissioning,’ 
which is neither re-ordination nor supplementary ordination. 
In the end, considering the peculiar position of Ceylon, the Synod 
agreed that negotiations be carried on, but no decisions be taken 
that might endanger the Union that is an accomplished fact.” 
Our quotation is from the account of the Synod given in The 


7 Living Church of April 18, 1948, written “‘ by the Rev. John P. 


Aaron, correspondent for The Living Church for India, . . . one 
of the priests who joined the new United Church of South India. er 
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The ‘‘ Ordination ’’ of Women to the Priesthood had, we hoped, 
been sufficiently dealt with when the late Archbishop Temple 
described the action of the Bishop of Hong Kong in “ ordaining ”’ 
a Chinese deaconess to the priesthood in 1944 as “ contrary to 
all Church law and precedent, and ultra vires.’’ (See Faith and 
Unity, June 1946, pp. 4, 5.) However, the matter has cropped up 
again. The diocese of South China has put forward a proposal 
for a new canon of the Church in China allowing a deaconess to be 
ordained to the priesthood under certain conditions: The General 
Synod of the Church in China took no action at the meeting at 
which the proposal was made except to refer to the Lambeth 
Conference ‘the question whether or not such liberty to experi- 
ment within the framework of the Anglican Communion would be 
in accordance with Anglican tradition and order.’’ We trust that 
Lambeth will answer this question by the same clear and un- 
equivocal negative that Archbishop Temple did. 

It is to be hoped, too, that the Lambeth Conference will make 
it quite clear that the Danish Bishops of the Lutheran Church have 
definitely blocked the way to any closer relationship between 
themselves and other Scandinavian Churches in communion with 
them and the Anglican Communion by their acceptance, in spite 
of the declared opposition of more than five hundred of their 
clergy, of their Government's ruling that women should be 
ordained to the priesthood in the Danish Church, - 


Our Travelling Secretary has the following amongst other 
engagements during the next few weeks :— 


June 26-28. Fenny Stratford : Services and Meetings. 
29. Birmingham : F.C.P. : 
July 4. Barnsley: St. Peter's. 


II. Babbacombe : All Saints’. 
Torquay : Meeting. 
13. Shaldon : Meeting. 
14. Dean Prior: Meeting. 
15. Bovey Tracey : Meeting. 
16. Kenn, Exeter: Meeting. 
18. Exeter: St. Olave’s and St. James's. 
19.) Ilfracombe : Meeting. 


In the middle of April, Fr. Howard writes, “a very successful 
tour in the diocese of St. Albans was arranged by Fr. Norman 
Smith, Rector of St. Andrew’s, Hertford, our Representative in 
the diocese. This was sponsored by the C.U., C.B.S., C.D.C.P., 
F.C.P., and G.S.S. No less than fourteen meetings and services 
were arranged, at all of which our Travelling Secretary was the 
speaker. ‘The gatherings of priests were small, but those of the 


Concluded at foot of page 216. 
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OUR TRAVELLING SECRETARY 


Our Travelling Secretary, Fr. Howard, .as is announced else- 
where in this issue of our paper, will not be available to address 
meetings or to preach for us after September 14.-In view of our 
small financial resources it was a bold venture for the Council to 
undertake to find funds for the payment of two secretaries, but 
we felt that the time before the Lambeth Conference was so 
critical that we must do so. The risk we took has been amply 
justified. Ir. Howard has visited at least thirty dioceses irf 
England and Wales and has preached many sermons and addressed 
many meetings of clergy and lay people. He has done his utmost 
to overcome the ignorance, apathy and irresolution of Church 
people which constitute the real danger to the Church to-day. 
His influence in calling attention to. this, need for continual vigil- 
ance in regard to the schemes put forward for reunion and in 
| enlisting support for the work of the Council is inestimable. The 
Council fully recognizes the value of his work and is most grateful 
for all he has done. But the uncertainty of the future and the 
difficulties of finance compel us to bring his engagement to an end. 
It is impossible to know what will be the circumstances in which - 
we shall find ourselves after Lambeth. New-problems will 
arise which may have to be dealt with in quite a different way, 
and we cannot count on receiving again the few large donations 
which enabled us a year or more ago to ‘invite him to work for 
us until Lambeth. The work Fr. Howard has done is of lasting | 

importance and there are many priests and lay people all over the . . 
country who will join with the Council in thanking him for the 
great\services which he has rendered_to the cause of the unity of 
the Church. W. B. O'BRIEN, S.S.J-E., 
Chairman of the Council. 


Concluded from page 215. 


laity large and enthusiastic. There is no doubt that the faithful 
have been strengthened and encouraged. This seems a.most 
valuable method of action, since every single member of the 
Church who is enheartened in this way becomes a centre of further 
action and propaganda. Representatives of the Council should 
consider row well worth while such an effort can be.”’ | 
But untortunately only three months remain during which such 
a tour could be arranged. Tor reasons explained by the Chairman 
of the Council in a tribute to Fr. Howard’s work, on this page, our 
Travelling Secretary's cngagement with the Council will end on 
September. F4; We urge our Representatives not to miss the 
opportunity of using Fr. Howard's services while they are still 
available» Write now to the Rev. H. Howard, 14 Magdalen Road, 
Oxtord. 
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on this basis of Faith and Order. 


THE CEYLON REUNION SCHEME 


“After our March issue had gone to press we received another 
document from Ceylon entitled, * Introduction 6f the Proposed 
Scheme for Church Unien in Ceylon,”’ dated November r1th, 
1947, and containing a number of ‘‘ Amendments to the Pro- 
posed Scheme of Church Union in Ceylon, Section on Faith and 
Order.’ And it is stated that * it is the scheme as thus amended 
on which the Churches are asked to make their decision,” 

‘whether they will enter into corporate union with one another 
We submitted this new docu- 
ment to our reviewer, and he has made the following comments. 

In Section 2, ‘“* The Church and its Membership,” the words, 
“They agree that only those shall be members of the United 


Church who have been baptized . . . and who, receiving the 


calling and grace of God with faith, continue steadfast therein ; 
maintaining their vital union with the Head of the Body, Jesus 
Christ . . .,". have been so amended as to read, *. . . receiving 
the calling and grace of God with faith, remain therein. Members 


of the Church maintain. their vital Union ...  Thisis a distinct 


improvement as, bysubstituting “ remain ”’ for * continue stead- 
fast,’’ it implies that a member of the Church may continue such, 
although unw orthy. 

In Section 3, “* The Faith of the Church, ” explicit allusion is 
now made to the preparation needed for Confirmation, and in 
Section 4, “ The Worship of the Church,” a note is added pro- 
viding for a Liturgical Committee to help in the ordering of 
worship. 

In Section 7, “* The Order of Life of the Church,” explicit pro- 
vision is now made that “a deacon shall be ordained by a 
Bishop,” and the Ordinal to be used by the United Church is now 
added. That for the Episcopate is satisfactory. That for the 
Presbyterate is adequate, though the omission of ‘* Whose sins 
thou dost forgive, etc.’’ is regrettable, but rectified perhaps by the 
insertion in the second formula, which reads, ‘“ Take thou 
authority to preach the Word of God, to fulfil the ministry of 
reconciliation, and to minister the Sacraments, etc.” In Section 8, 
‘The Church’s Initial Membership and Ministry,” a clearer 
statement of the intention of the service for ** the unification of 
the ministries ’’ is provided. 


Other changes, our reviewer says, are either unimportant ‘or ~ 


merely verbal, and regretfully concludes that the changes as a 
whole make little real improvement on the original scheme. 

In the article onthe Scheme printed in our March issue, on 
page 195 we said that * the universal necessity of Baptism is not 
stated ’’ in the Scheme.. It Is, however, only fair to say that it is 
definitely stated in Section 2, ** The Church and its Membership,” 
of the Proposed Scheme (page 3), that “only those shall be 
members of the United Church who have been baptized.” 
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THE REUNION THE 


This volume, published by the S.C.M. Press at 10s. 6d., pro- 
vides the theological basis and defence of the plan of union of the 
new Church of South India. The writer, Mr. Newbigin, a Scotch 

_ Presbyterian minister and now Bishop in Madura and Ramnad 
of the Church of South India, was one of the most ardent advo- 
cates of unionisizi and a great intellectual force from the Protestant 
side. He, more than anyone else in 1946, posed the question 
which the Anglican Church of India had to answer when it 
allowed its four dioceses to enter the united Church. 

The Reunion of the Church is a clear, well-written, and logical [ 
exposition of the Faith and Order of the new Church. It is quite 
apparent that the Church of South India is a Protestant body and oe | 7 
that the Anglican dioceses that entered the union have completely — 

‘capitulated to modern liberal Presbyterianism. Mr. Newbigin 
has read with care all of the Anglican criticisms of the plan of 
union and especially the scholarship of Fr. Thornton, Fr. Hebert, 

_ Fr. Mascall, Dom Gregory Dix, Dr. Farrar, and Bishop Kirk of 
‘Oxford. His analysis of and answer to this array of scholarship 
makes it unmistakably evident that the Church of South India 
in no sense has accepted the historic Catholic Faith and Order of 
Anglicanism, but that Anglicanism has been submerged into 
Presbyterianism. This volume will give very little comfort to 
those Anglicans who have expressed the hope that the Anglican 
contribution to the Church of South India will be a Catholic 
leaven and a Catholic contribution that will raise it in time to 
membership in the Anglican Communion. Those who hold that 
hope should study this book before they make any final decisions. 

The terms of union on matters of Christian Order (Sacraments 
and Ministry) are the external. expression in institutional life of 
Protestant doctrines of the Incarnation, the Atonement, and the 
Church. The greater portion of Mr. Newbigin’s book is devoted 

. to the exposition of a liberal Biblical-dialectical theology which he 4 

F states is the doctrinal basis of this union. The Church of South — 
India is the conscious articulation of this theology. The Incarna- 

tion begins with the Nativity and ends with the Crucifixion. The 5 

Risen, Ascended and Glorified Jesus is not the Incarnate Jesus. | 

The Incarnation had a beginning and an ending in historic time. 
Salvation consists of justification by faith alone on the part of the 

believer who accepts the fact of the Cross. The Christian religion . 

is the personal relationship between the believer who expresses | 

*faith and God who justifies on the basis of that faith. The Church © 
is the creation of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and not the creation 
of the Incarnate Lord in the days of His flesh. The Church is the 
body of believers who, having made a personal act of faith, feel 
responsibility for their fellowmen, Any concept of the Church as 
the extension of the Incarnation is vigorously. denied by Mr. 
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Newbigin as a theological impossibility. His theology of the 
Incarnation, Atonement, and Sanctification is the re-assertion of 
traditional Protestantism and bears a striking resemblance to 
that set forth by Reinhold Niebuhr in The Nature and Destiny of 
Man. Within this fellowship, the ministry and sacraments have 
a place as witnessing and testifying to an historic continuity, but 
they are not guarantees of that continuity and in no sense con- 
stitutive of the nature of the Church. The episcopate is not 
“ essential to ’’ but “ normative and expressive of ”’ the life of the 
Church. Any hope that acceptance of the fact of episcopacy will 
impart to the Church of South India the apostolic ministry of the 
three-fold orders as set forth and described in Anglican formularies 
is now demonstrated to be an idle illusion. 

The terms of union in South India are the careful, logical, and 
clear institutional expression of a liberal Protestant theology. 
Mr. Newbigin states this quite definitely and most clearly rejects 
every basic Catholi¢ doctrine of the Incarnation, the Atonement, 
the Church, the Ministry, and the Sacraments. Those clauses and 


phrases in the Plan of Union which have bothered Anglicans are . 


now demonstrated to mean exactly what Anglicans said they had 
implied. It is quite obvious that a mere adjustment in ministerial 
traditions in this and other schemes of union does not mean that 
the fundamental differerices of faith have been reconciled. Every 
Anglican should be grateful for this able presentation by the 
Bishop of Madura and Ramnad of the theology behind the united 
Church. For it makes it quite clear that, when the Church of 
India, Burma and Ceylon permitted its four dioceses to leave the 
Anglican Communion and unite with the South Indian bodies, 
it was in fact allowing them to abandon essential principles of 
Anglicanism in favour of essential principles of Presbyterianism. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


_ Reunion Activities of the Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. A 
Legislative Analysis prepared by the Joint Committee on Doctrine 
of the American Church Union and the Clerical Union. C.D.C.P. 
Pamphlet No.,13, 1s. 6d., post free 1s. 7d. 

This pamphlet tells the complicated story of how the General 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. has 
dealt, during the period from 1930 to 1947, with the question of 
union with the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. The story is 
complicated, but it repays careful study, for it clearly points 
certain lessons that should be heeded by those who take part in 


similar negotiations in U.S.A. or elsewhere. We see the need for 


the most careful examination of proposals, apparently harmless, 
made in the official councils of the Church, and the value of a 
refusal by a determined minority to be silenced. The pamphlet 
quotes an important pronouncement on the Lambeth Quadri- 
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lateral made in the Minority Report of the Joint Committee on 
Approaches to Unity presented to the General Convention: of 
1943: “ We find the Quadrilateral to be a starting- point for 
conversations—not a terminus of negotiations, 


S.P.G and South India. Michael Bruce. C.D.C.P. Pamphlet 
No. 14, Is.; post free rs. 1d. 

Many of us breathed a sigh of relief whe ‘n, in May last year, 
the Standing Committee of S.P.G. resolved that the Society must 
cease to support from its General Fund * work or workers within 
the proposed Union,” 1.e. the Church of South India. Our relief 
at this decision was somewhat tempered when later, as a result 
of the personal intervention of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Standing Committee agreed that the Society would be pre- 
pared to transmit money specially earmarked for work in the 
Church of South India that had been previously supported by 

S.P.G. Though this latter’ decision was regrettable, the Rev. 
Michael Bruce points out that it did not involve the Society in a 
reversal of its earlier decision. The official Documents concerning 
S.P.G, and the Church of South India has been published. Now 
comes this personal statement by Ir. Bruce, who took a leading 
part in the discussions of the Standing Committee. He clearly 
sets out some of the arguments he, used, which, no doubt, had a 
considerable influence on the deciSions that were made. All the 
way through the controversy he was fully alive to the potential 
dangers for, as he puts it, * ariftin S.P.G. might well have started 
a process of disruption which would soon’ have-attected the 
unity of the Church itself.” 


The Call to Endure H.G. Blomfield. C.D.C.P. Leatlet No. 11, 
r4d., post free 2 $d. 
“South India is a long way, off and inany people may. wonder 
why we should trouble about the formation of a new Church and 
the loss of the four dioceses which have gone out of the Anglican 
Communion to join it. In this leaflet Fr. Blomtield shows how it 
does concern us and that there is something that we can and ought 
to do about it. 


__ Copies of all the above may be had from the Secretary, 
(.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent, or from the Pax 
House, 57 Buckingham Gate, London, S.W. 1 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 
numbers of Faith and Unity are available and can be had from 
the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. 
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